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help, and communicated with their friends. |
He stated that in eighteen years he was only |
once insulted by a prisoner.    From 18^4 he !
commenced issuing- annual reports, and after |
a time entered so minutely into the details of j
prison management that his report became a i
thick octavo volume and made him an autho- j
tity on criminal reform.   In 1336 his annual
reports were reprinted in a parliamentary blue
book, and in a debate on education three years i
afterwards Lord John Russell quoted Clay's
description of the ignorance of many of the '
prisoners.   The chaplain in 1847 gave valu-
able evidence before Lord Brougham's com-
mittee of investigation into the question of
the execution of the criminal laws,   Lord
Harrowby, then chancellor of the duchy of
Lancaster, offered him, when he was in pecu-
niary difficulties, the rectory of Castleford,
Yorkshire, but with conscientious ideas about
keeping curates there, he declined the gift.
Ill-health obh'ged him to resign his chaplaincy
in January 1858.   He died at Leamington
on 21 Nov" 1858. He married,!! Marehl828,
Henrietta, third daughter of Mr. Fielding;
she died at Preston on 28 June 1858.

Besides the prison reports already men-
tioned he was the author of: 1. 'Twenty-
nve Sermons/ 1827. 2. ' Burial Clubs and
Infanticide in England. A Letter to W.
Brown, esq., M.P./ 1854 3. < A Plain Ad-
dress to Candidates for Confirmation,' 1866.

[W. L. Clay's Prison Chaplain, 1861, -with
portrait.]                                          G, C. B.

CLAY, JOHN GKANBY (1766-1846),
general, was appointed ensign on 6 Nov.
1782, in a Scotch independent company, com-
manded by Captain, afterwards Lieutenant-
colonel, James Abercrombie, then stationed
in the north of England. He was placed on
half-pay when the company was reduced
some months later, but exchanged to full pay
in the 45th foot in December 1784, and join-
ing that regiment in Ireland, accompanied it
to the West Indies in 1786. He obtained
his lieutenancy on 30 April 1788. In 1794
lie served with the 2nd provisional battalion
of light infantry in the expedition against
Martinique, and highly distinguished himself
at St. Pierre on the windward side of 'the
island, where he led the forlorn hope in the
attack on Morne du Pin. His party con-
sisted of a sergeant and twelve men. "With
a few of them he gained the summit in rear
of the enemy's position just at daybreak.
Finding themselves unexpectedly assailed
from that quarter, the French precipitately
retreated, leaving a brass field-gun in the
captors' hands, but not until after the officer
in command had been wounded by Clay.

Clay
After serving at the sieges of Forts Louis
and Bourbon, and at the capture of St.
Lucia, Clay returned home and purchased
a company in the 105th foot, then raising
at Leeds, in which, by priority of army ser-
vice, he became senior captain, and in 1795
major, but the regiment being drafted into
others soon after, he was placed on half-pay.
In 1797-9 he served on the staff as brigade-
major to Major-general Cuyler at Brighton,
andto Major-general Samuel Hulse at Lewes,
and elsewhere in Kent and Sussex, and during
the same period was detached for a time
with tlie brigade of guards sent to Ireland in
1798. In 1800 a number of line regiments
formed second battalions from the militia,
the men being enlisted for two years or the
continuance of the war, among them being
the 54th, in which Clay was appointed
major on 19 May l&t)0. He accompanied
the battalion to Quiberon, Ferrol, and Cadiz,
and afterwards to Egypt, where he was
present in the actions of 12-13 March 1801,
and at the siege of Alexandria, and had
his horse killed under him at Marabout on
21 Aug. during General Eyre Coote's opera-
tions against the city from the westward.
For his services in Egypt he received the in-
signia of the Ottoman order of the Crescent,
and also the gold medal given by the Porte.
His battalion ceasing to exist at the peace,
Clay was again placed on half-pay. After
the'renewal of the war, he was brought into
the 3rd Buffs, and sent to London to assist
in organising the battalions of the army of
reserve in Middlesex, London, and the Tower
Hamlets, and in June 1804 was appointed
assistant inspector-general of that force, re-
turns of which will be found in the * Annual
Kegister,' 1804, pp. 567-70. On its dissolution
soon after, Clay was appointed to a lieutenant-
colonelcy on half-pay of the 24th dragoons, and
made inspecting field-officer of the Manchester
recruiting district, He was senior military
officer there in May 1808, when very serious
disturbances broke out among the opera-
tives in Manchester and the neighbouring
towns, which he succeeded in suppressing
in a few days with a very small force, and
received the special thanks of General Cham-
pagne^, commanding the north-west district.
Four years later riots again occurred, bu^t a
timely example made at Middleton, where
the mob attacked the mill and burned the
dwelling-house of Mr. Burton, a leading
manufacturer, and attempted to fire on the
troops, so completely dismayed them, that
they ceased to assemble in any large num-
bers. On the arrival of three militia regi-
ments as reinforcements, Olay was appointed
to the command of a brigade at Manchester,